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We Do Not Part
is the first novel-
in-translation from
South Korean writer
Han Kang (The Vege-
tarian) after be-
ing awarded the
2024 Nobel Prize
in Literature. The
narrative follows
Kyungha after she
receives a frantic
phone call from
her old friend Injeon,
injured while conduct-
ing research on Jeju Is-
land. Airlifted to Seoul
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by Han Kang,

Paige Aniyah Morris (tr.), Hogarth

for surgery, she has to
leave her beloved pet
bird behind. Kyungha
undertakes a perilous
journey to save her
friend’s bird

and in doing so,
comes face-to-

covert history of
Injeon’s family,
i including a real-
life, decades-old
massacre carried out
on the island and sys-
tematically repressed
from public memory.

by Amitava

Kumar, HarperCollins India
- ® Subtitled ‘An Observer’s Notebook;

| this is the third book in the series fol-
4 | lowing The Blue Book (2022) and The
Yellow Book (2023). Each offers fasci-
nating insights not only into the writer’s methods
and his creative preoccupations, but also what the
writer makes of his immediate surroundings on a
day-to-day basis. As the name suggests, The Green
Book is concerned with the way our ‘fast-heating
planet’ is transforming before our very eyes, the
green of germinating plants replaced by the green
of freshly-minted dollar bills. Kumar is especially
attentive to the ways in which trees are used in
symbolism across world literature, cinema and
culture. Filled with the author’s own sketches and
paintings that expand upon the theme, this book
is a gift for readers and nature-lovers alike.
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TRUE STORY
OF A WRITER,

SHAPE-SHIFTER

by Paul Zacharia,
Penguin Random House
Paul Zacharia’s latest
novel takes us into the
world of ‘Lord Spider,
an author of popular
fiction, and his philos-
opher wife Rosi. When
this unlikely duo is
asked to write an essay
on compassion by the
Revolutionary Party,
they realize they need
help of the unconven-
tional kind. Enter J. L.
Pillai, voyeur and exe-
cutioner, and a man
who can give the cou-
ple a run for their
money when it comes
to lying and deception.
But are lies always in
the service of the
devil? An allegorical
tale deeply informed
by Kerala’s social and
political histories, this
novel sees Zacharia at
his satirical best.


Admin
Typewritten Text
Readers Digest (Monthly), New Delhi, January 2025




