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BOOKS

SMALL CHANGES BY MICHAEL KIWANUKA
Many of us still have fond memories of ‘Cold Little Heart’, 
the excellent opening credits song for the HBO drama Big 
Little Lies. Michael Kiwanuka, the British singer-songwriter 
responsible for that beautiful song, has a new album out 
called Small Changes, one that cements his reputation as 
one of the hottest soul/indie rock artists on the planet. 

The titular track and ‘Rebel Soul’ are Kiwanuka’s comfort-zone, slow-burning 
ballads that showcase the singer’s distinct, gravelly vocals. On the two-part 
track ‘Lowdown’ he sounds like the closest thing to Bill Withers since Bill With-
ers. The album has once again been produced by Kiwanuka’s usual partner-in-
crime, the virtuosic composer and producer Brian Burton aka ‘Danger Mouse’.

BANDISH BANDITS (S2) OST, SPOTIFY
One of Amazon’s biggest streaming successes in India, 
Bandish Bandits is a sincere love story between Hindustani 
classical singer Radhe and fusion pop star Tamanna.  
Naturally, music plays a big part in proceedings. Shankar-
Ehsaan-Loy’s songs made season one memorable, and 

season 2’s soundtrack features cover versions of some of them. But the real story 
is the young Turks of season 2, people like Nikhita Gandhi, Ana Rehman and Sid-
dharth Pandit. The dreampop-influenced ‘Khamakhaa’, composed by Pandit and 
sang by Gandhi, is better than 99 per cent of Bollywood songs these days. The 
Hindustani classical track ‘Nirmohiya’ will send purists into a state of bliss. This al-
bum is head and shoulders above any other music composed for Indian TV so far.

LEGACY BY AFUA HIRSCH AND PETER FRANKOPAN
British journalist and broadcaster Afua Wilson joins the 
historian and writer Peter Frankopan on Legacy, a new 
podcast from Wondery, an outfit going through a purple 
patch in the podcasting space. The idea is to reassess  
the legacies of famous people in history, especially those 
whose lifetimes were mired in controversy. Did Nina Sim-

one, for example, deserve more credit than she got for her role in the Civil Rights 
Movement? Was Charles Dickens only a pioneering novelist or did he in fact un-
lock all-new business models for commercial writers? Just how big of a pervert 
was Pablo Picasso behind closed doors? These questions and more are explored 
here with sober-mindedness and a sense of capturing the bigger picture. 

The Green Book by Amitava 
Kumar, HarperCollins India
Subtitled ‘An Observer’s Notebook’, 
this is the third book in the series fol-
lowing The Blue Book (2022) and The 
Yellow Book (2023). Each offers fasci-

nating insights not only into the writer’s methods 
and his creative preoccupations, but also what the 
writer makes of his immediate surroundings on a 
day-to-day basis. As the name suggests, The Green 
Book is concerned with the way our ‘fast-heating 
planet’ is transforming before our very eyes, the 
green of germinating plants replaced by the green 
of freshly-minted dollar bills. Kumar is especially 
attentive to the ways in which trees are used in 
symbolism across world literature, cinema and 
culture. Filled with the author’s own sketches and 
paintings that expand upon the theme, this book  
is a gift for readers and nature-lovers alike. 

We Do Not Part by Han Kang,  
Paige Aniyah Morris (tr.), Hogarth

True Story  
of a Writer, a 

Philosopher and  
a Shape-Shifter 

by Paul Zacharia, 
Penguin Random House

Paul Zacharia’s latest 
novel takes us into the 
world of ‘Lord Spider’, 
an author of popular 

fiction, and his philos-
opher wife Rosi. When 

this unlikely duo is 
asked to write an essay 
on compassion by the 
Revolutionary Party, 

they realize they need 
help of the unconven-
tional kind. Enter J. L. 
Pillai, voyeur and exe-

cutioner, and a man 
who can give the cou-

ple a run for their 
money when it comes 
to lying and deception. 

But are lies always in 
the service of the 

devil? An allegorical 
tale deeply informed 
by Kerala’s social and 
political histories, this 
novel sees Zacharia at 

his satirical best. 
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MUSICWe Do Not Part  
is the first novel-

in-translation from 
South Korean writer 
Han Kang (The Vege-
tarian) after be-
ing awarded the 
2024 Nobel Prize 
in Literature. The 
narrative follows 
Kyungha after she 
receives a frantic 
phone call from 
her old friend Injeon, 
injured while conduct-
ing research on Jeju Is-
land. Airlifted to Seoul 

for surgery, she has to 
leave her beloved pet 
bird behind. Kyungha 
undertakes a perilous 
journey to save her 

friend’s bird  
and in doing so, 
comes face-to-
face with the  
covert history of 
Injeon’s family, 
including a real-
life, decades-old 

massacre carried out 
on the island and sys-
tematically repressed 
from public memory. 
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